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AMENDMENT TO CLAIMS 

1 to 33 (Canceled). 

34 (Currendy Amended). A method comprising 

(i) identifying for treatment a mitral heart valve in a left atrium having a native mitral heart 
valve annulus, a pair of native mitral valve leaflets on the mitral valve annulus, and native first and 
second mitral valve leaflet commissures positioned on opposite sides of the native mitral heart valve 
annulus, defining between the first and second native mitral valve leaflet commissures a major axis 
of the native mitral heart valve annulus, 

(ii) providing an implant comprising an elastic body sized and configured to extend between 
the native first and second mitral valve leaflet commissures at or above the native mitral heart valve 
annulus within the left atrium, the elastic body having a spring constant capable of being elastically 
compressed out of a normal unloaded condition into an elastically loaded comprc39cd condition 
state of net compression, and spaced-apart first and second struts appended to the elastic body to 
contact tissue at or near the native first and second mitral valve leaflet conmiissures , respectively , 

(iii) introducing the implant into the left atrium where the mitral heart valve identified in (i) 
is located comprising establishing an intravascular path that extends from a right atrium through a 
septum into the left atrium and deploying the implant through the intravascular path while in the 
normal unloaded condition, and 

(iv) displacing and stretching tissue along the major axis of the native mitral heart valve 
annulus by placing the first strut[s] into contact with tissue at or near the native first mitral valve 
leaflet cotnmisure[s] . and maintaining force on the first strut to elastically compress the elastic body 
while placing the second strut into contact with tissue at or near the native second mitral valve 
commissure to place the elastic body in cxtcn9ion the state of net compression within the left 
atrium between the native first and second mitral valve leaflet commissures in the elastically 
compressed condition at or above the native mitral heart valve annulus without removal of any 
native mitral valve leaflet, the state of net compression thereby reshaping the native mitral heart 
valve annulus to affect coaptation of all the native mitral valve leaflets. 

35 to 44 (Cancelled). 

45 (New). A method according to claim 34 

wherein, during (iii), the implant is carried within a sheath, and 

wherein, during (iv), the sheath is withdrawn from the implant. 
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46 (New). A method according to claim 34 

wherein, during (iii), a catheter advances the implant through the intravascular path, the 
catheter having a column strength to maintain force on the first strut during (iv). 



